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TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK
S9515 State Road 27
Augusta, WI 54722
Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting
Thursday September 18, 2025 @ 7:00 pm
Call Meeting to Order (@ 7pm by Ricky Strauch
Roll Call: Scott Gerike, Katherine Gaulke , William Jacobs, Jay Kaeding, Juli Bethke, Elizabeth Pettis, and Ricky Strauch .
Pledge of Allegiance
Citizen Comments
a. None
Approval of the September 18, 2025 Agenda and Proper Posting
a. Katherine Gauke with the motion to approve the September 18, 2025 after confirming with Clerk Pettis
regarding posting. William Jacobs with the second. All yes. Motion carried.
Approval of the Following Minutes:
a. August 21, 2025 Regular Meeting
1. Katherine Gaulke made the motion to approve the minutes with edits presented and Scott Gerike
with the second. All yes. Motion carried.
Approval of Treasurer's Financial Report Ending 9/18/2025 Balances
a. Juli Bethke presented the Financial Report.
b.  Katherine Gaulke asked for the total loan amounts owed by the Town to be included on the monthly
financial report.
c. Discussion regarding the bills and payments.
d. Katherine Gaulke with the motion to approve the financial report as presented with possibly changing it to
increase with the adjustments to the insurance policy. Scott Gerike with the second. All Yes. Motion
Carried.
e. CD is due: Discussion regarding the CD with reinvestment, possible splitting the amount or keeping
together.
f.  Katherine Gaulke motioned to reinvest the CD for 5 months and Scott Gerike with second. Roll Call:
Ricky-yes, Katherine-yes, Scott-yes, Will-yes, and Jay-yes. All Yes. Motion Carried.
g. Delinquent Taxes:
i. Discussion was had regarding these taxes and the given date of October 9, 2025, then a possible
letter from the attorney. Delinquent Tax Policy is a possibility in the discussion.
Katherine Gaulke to propose a Delinquent Tax Policy at the next board meeting.
Department Heads Reports Discussion Only
a. Recycling Dept.
1. Al Reetz presented: all is going well, the green dumpster was over full.
b. Transportation Dept.
i. Scott Kirchoff will present any topics that the board needs to know about that fall under his
preview as Road Supervisor.
il. Repairing the Recycling front area would be an additional 1,000 dollars. It would be a recycling
fund expense.
c.  Monthly Police Report
i Chief O’ Brien at the City of Augusta Police Department- emails a monthly report to the board-
this is the board's chance to highlight items from it.
1. All related to 9A items:
a. Katherine Gaulke with the motion to bring items from 9A up to discuss during
this section and William Jacobs with the second. All Yes. Motion Carried.
d. Fire Board Representative Report
i Two Representatives share information from the fire meeting and items that need review through a
future agenda item.
1. Katherine Gaulke with the motion to bring items from 10d up to discuss during this
section and Scott Gerike with the second. All yes. Motion Carried.
e. Lake Committee Representative Report
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1.

William Jacobs stated the next meeting is in September. 24, 2025 at the Town of Bridge Creek
Hall. The Lake Eau Claire County Park pavilion looks beautiful! Thanks to all who helped.

f.  Supervisors Report

1.

The Town Supervisors will send items to the Clerk that need to be discussed if they need to be
agenda items.

1. Discussion was had regarding the posting of agenda items; Jay Kaeding was frustrated
with items he submitted not being added to the agenda for discussion. Clerk Pettis stated
that she took Saturday off for a family event and the agenda was created and posted
Monday morning. Jay Kaeding’s request was sent after 10 pm the Monday before the
board meeting and was received by the Clerk Tuesday morning, it was then forwarded to
the Chair for review. This is the process that the Clerk follows. She receives requests and
forwards them to the Chair, who reviews and decides what's added to the agenda; in
general, amendments to posted agendas are only done for emergencies. Due to timing and
to not waste taxpayer money with reposting the September agenda, the September agenda
was not changed; however, Kaeding’s request will be added to the October agenda.
Kaeding’s agenda request is to discuss a potential monetary donation to the Town. Clerk
Pettis encouraged supervisors to research when/if donations can be accepted prior to the
next board meeting and stated a donation policy may be needed before any donation can
be accepted.

2. Discussion was had that all agenda item requests need to be sent to Clerk Pettis by 9am
the Saturday before the monthly board meeting to be considered for addition to the
agenda by the Chair. This allows for the agenda to be posted Saturday afternoon for
community transparency and research by citizens for public comment at the scheduled
monthly Thursday meeting. Please include all your research with the agenda items so
Clerk Pettis can get that out to the rest of the Town Board.

g. Planning Committee

1.

il.
iii.
iv.

V1.

Carol Peuse presented the meeting overview with the Town of Bridge Creek, Eau Claire County
Planning and Development. The next steps and what needs to be done for the next meeting which
includes: Land Use Map will be overlaid with County map area. Grandfather of building uses was
also discussed.

Citizen’s Comments from the meeting: surveys, Ad Delite, no for zoning, and items not addressed.
September 28, 2025 is the pork dinner at the Fire Station and Allegiance is also meeting that night.
The board asked regarding law and ordinance- it is alternate selection and not required. Different
insurances that are offered.

Scott Gerike presented his research on law and ordinance insurance.

The next Plan Committee meeting October 22nd will review potential problems, advantages,
disadvantages, and review the overlay map. It will be important to review how the overlay impacts
areas, in particular nonconforming structures and use. A process needs to be discussed to notify
people regarding what being zoned residential means and what all non-conforming conditions
might be with ample time for the resident to notify the Town to become grandfathered. Gaulke and
Gerike will be unable to attend the October 22nd meeting.

h. Clerk’s/Treasurer’s Report

1. Fire Number- reviewing fire numbers, finding some incorrect numbers in the community.
One has been found and corrected this month. Asking residents to check their fire number
sign against their November Tax Bill.

2. Contact List for Parcels- November Newsletter will have a request for parcel contact
information from the owners.

3. Short-Tern Rentals registrations - 2 out of four have been returned already:.

Building Notifications- asking the community to call the Eau Claire County Planning and
Development prior to contacting the Town to understand if they need to complete the
County Building Permit process or any additional requirements by the County.
a. Supervisor Kaeding stated he received a call regarding phone booths as
notification requirement, it was confirmed as they add value to a property. This
one in question was moved from the property to another. Clerk Pettis stated that
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it would require it to be removed from the prior property to the new property on
the assessor’s tax documentation.
5. Humane Officer- is out until February and Liz Berg will be filling in.

9. Previous Discussed Business (Discussion, Action, Approval)

a.

C.

Discussion, Action, and Approval of updating the police contract/fire citations Ordinance- Meeting with
Officer Staber regarding the police operations, fire citations, and ordinance enforcement in the Town of
Bridge Creek. Includes in the drafting of an ordinance to citation fires that are not permitted, damage
property, etc.

1.

il.

iil.

iv.

Discussion regarding services the Town would include: canvassing the Town for nuisance
property; currently it is based on complaints received. Discussion regarding contact of residence.
Scott Gerike will talk to Chief O’ Brien regarding getting a Town specific board report. Discussion
regarding ordinances and how they are shared to the police department- asking for them to be
emailed to the Chief of Police, Officer Staber, and the Town Board.
Officer Staber asked for the size of length on the horse shoes cleats and building notification
poster posting bond amounts. Officer Staber asked to define what the cleat is for the horseshoe.
The Board asked how the officers enforce the ordinances for horse shoe cleats, manure, etc.
Welding the Drill-Teach on the entire surface of a carbonite shoe and not just three places on the
shoes was a discussion with the board. A very vocal discussion was had regarding the horseshoes
and damage to the roads. Jay Kaeding asked that the Town Board Supervisors tour the roads and
show the damage that the shoes are causing, after he inspected the road by cutting into the road
with a knife he feels the roads are improperly built as the horseshoes are wearing the roads rock
down smooth; he believes the base layers are not properly done. No action was taken. It was stated
that the board does a “Road Tour” yearly and the Town Road Supervisor completes the PASER
rating review, where damage from cleats has been noted.
As it related to the Fire Board meeting, the Town asked regarding having the Police Department
take on the fire citations (a request from Fire Chief Williamson at the September Fire Board
meeting); discussion regarding negligence fees for fire situations. Katherine Gaulke will draft an
ordinance or resolution for board consideration next month; she has been researching what other
towns do and presented the Town of Wheaten resolution on fees; Clerk Pettis will forward this
resolution to all board members. The Town needs to provide the Police Department direction for
the fire citations.
Jay Kaeding made a motion to table the discussion for fire fees and citations to next month.

Scott Gerike with the second. Roll Call Vote: Will- yes, Scott-yes, Jay-yes, Ricky- yes and
Katherine- no. 4-yes, 1-no. Motion carried.

Discussion, Action, and Approval: Proposed Municipal Code Chapter 1 Review and Feedback; New
Ordinances & Policies included in Chapter 1 for board approval and action: 1.05 ORDINANCE AND
RESOLUTION ADOPTION, AMENDMENT AND REPEAL and 1.11 INTERNET AND SOCIAL
MEDIA POLICY (as stated in the proposed Chapter 1).

1.

il.

Katherine Gaulke presented to the board regarding a draft Chapter 1 and regarding 1.05 and 1.11
Ordinances. Discussion regarding the first reading and following Wisconsin state statues. How it is
set up and naming the codes chapter. It was requested that all board members review Chapter 1
and give Clerk Pettis their feedback and changes. As was reviewed and decided at the August
board meeting, the town has been working on a Municipal Code for years, and monthly a chapter
or two will be given to the board to review and give feedback on. Once all chapters are written;
they will be compiled and posted to the public for the formal municipal code review process. The
draft Chapters are not enforceable until the entire municipal code is passed; as such, individual
ordinances may need to be passed sooner.

This was the first reading of proposed Ordinances 1.05 and 1.11. No Action. Once all 20 chapters
are together then the Town will have a hearing for the public on Chapter 1 and the rest of the
municipal code.

Discussion, Action, and Approval: Ordinance No. 20.1: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING GENERAL
PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES FOR VIOLATIONS OF TOWN ORDINANCES
FOR THE TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK.
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1. Katherine Gaulke presented the proposed ordinance to the board. This ordinance is needed to
cover situations where an ordinance is violated and there is not a fee or penalty outlined in the
ordinance. Supervisors had no questions and no action was taken. This was the first reading of
proposed Ordinance 20.1. Supervisors are encouraged to review and submit edits to Clerk Pettis.

d. Discussion, Action, and Approval of Recycling center operations will include: an additional green
dumpster for the Recycling Center, GFL Contract review, and updating the fees for the Recycling Center.

i. Clerk Pettis and Katherine Gaulke presented the information regarding the recycling center.

ii. Katherine Gaulke made the motion to approve the new recycling rates effective immediately.
William Jacobs with the second. All yes. Motion Carried.

1. The Town Board took no action on the GFL Contract and the additional green dumpster.

e. Discussion, Action, and Approval: Ordinance No. 7.01: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND
REGULATING THE SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING PROGRAM FOR THE TOWN OF BRIDGE
CREEK and fee setting for the Solid Waste and Recycling Center.

i. Katherine Gaulke presented draft Ordinance 7.01 to the board and asked that all edits be given to
the Clerk. In the board’s packet is the recycling contract with the County and information on the
state recycling grant. The county is requesting to update these contracts in 2026. This is the first
reading of draft Ordinance 7.01.

10. New Business (Discussion, Action, Approval)

a. Discussion, Action, and Approval of Insurance Policy for the Town of Bridge Creek.

1. Discussion was had regarding the recommendations.

il. Katherine Gaulke made the motion to increase the blanket policy from $ 1,387,103 to
$1,563,605 and to increase the deductible from $ 1,000 to $2,500. Scott Gerike with the second.
Roll call vote: Ricky-yes, Will-yes, Scott-yes, Katherine-yes, and Jay-yes. All yes. Motion carried.

b. Discussion, Action, and Approval of Write off Policy; to clear up outstanding balances on the accounts

i. Katherine Gaulke made the presentation to the board regarding the draft Write off Policy.
Background information was given to the Town Board.

ii. Scott Gerike makes a motion to approve the Write Off Policy with the numbers added in for
board review and Jay Kaeding with the second. All yes. Motion carried.

c. Discussion, Action, and Approval of the Augusta- Bridge Creek Fire Department Budget

1. Katherine Gaulke presented the budget as discussed at the Fire Department meeting.

il. $107,572.80 is the year amount that is being asked for and that amount is 60% of the fire
department expense budget.

1. Katherine Gaulke with the motion to approve the fire department expense budget as presented to
the board. Scott Gerike with the second. All yes. Motion Carried.

d. Discussion, Action, and Approval of the Augusta-Bridge Creek Fire Department Bylaws Update as it
relates to spending amount, updated wording, changes review for the bylaws, any additional changes, and
possible attorney review.

i Discussion on the update to the bylaws and the wording, address the additional items that should
be added, and cost of these services. Bylaws are between the City of Augusta and Town of Bridge
Creek. The proposed edit is to allow the Fire Chief the ability to spend up to $25,000 unbudgeted
for emergency expenses; bylaws amount is $10,000 from 2006. The Fire Department is a
governmental entity and is bound by Open Records Laws and the Department of Justice
documentation. The bylaws do not mention record keeping or open records requirements. Possibly
having the attorney review the bylaws was discussed; with no action taken.

il. Jayson Kaeding with the motion to table indefinitely the bylaw changes. Three times called for
the second. Motion failed.

iil. Scott Gerike with the motion to approve the Fire Bylaws as presented to the board. Jay Kaeding
with the second. Roll Call Vote: Katherine-no, Scott-yes, Jay-yes, Will-yes, and Ricky-yes. Yes-4
and No-1. Motion Carried. Gaulke voted no because she feels strongly that the bylaws should
include record keeping and open record requirements wording.

iv. Scott Gerike with the motion to give the chairman the authority to sign the Bylaws on the
Town’s behalf. Katherine Gaulke with the second. All yes. Motion carried.

e. Discussion, Action, Approval of the Humane Contract with Eau Claire County Humane Society for 2 years.
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1. Nothing received at this time: next month agenda item. No action taken.
f. Discussion, Action, and Approval of the Town purchasing equipment for debt. We have one payment on the
Mack Dump Truck then we have no debt. The 10 year plan has us behind on equipment purchasing.
1. Katherine Gaulke stated that the debt would increase our levy amount and the Mack truck final
payment is February 2026.
ii. Road Master presented a 10 year equipment capital plan. Road Master Scott Kirchoff is asking for
a backhoe in 2025 or 2026. Last year's cost estimation was 130,000 dollars.
ii. The Town Board asked for three updated quotes for the backhoe. No action was taken.
11. Upcoming Meetings/Events and Agenda Items:
a. Items for the next agenda
1. Money donation from the Amish Community.

1. Jay Kaeding presented to the board that the Amish community would like to present to
the board regarding a donation. The Town Board had concerns regarding how the
donation collection was presented to the Amish Community and how it can’t be presented
as a “wheel tax” as citizens can’t collect taxes on behalf of the Town it is against
Wisconsin law; and state statutes have specific rules about wheel taxes. It will be on the
next agenda- no policy for donations exists and required paperwork needs to be included
with the presentation. No one was assigned the task of creating the donation policy, Clerk
Pettis did ask Jay Kaeding if he was planning on creating it, he was not.

il. Proposed Ordinance Reading #2: 1.05, 1.11, 20.01, and 7.01

1. Katherine Gaulke asked that ordinances be placed on the agenda for their second reading

and post them on the Town website for review by the residents.
ii. Humane Contract
1. The chairman asked that the Humane Contract be added as it will need to be updated and
signed for the stray dogs in the community.
b. Town Board Meeting: October 16, November 20, and December 18.
Town Budget Meeting: September 22, October 20, and October 27.
d. Fire Meetings: All Fire Meetings moving forward may have a Town Board Quorum present. No Action to
be taken on part of the Town Board.
1. October 8, November 12, and December 10.
e. Planning Committee to explore Zoning Meetings: All meetings moving forward may have a Town Board
Quorum present. No Action to be taken on part of the Town Board.
. October 22, 2025 @ 7pm. Public Comment at the end of the meeting.
12. Adjournment @ 9:55 pm
Jay Kaeding with the motion to adjourn at 9:55pm and Katherine Gaulke with the second. All yes. Motion Carried.

o

~ Elizabeth Pettis, Clerk
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