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Town of Bridge Creek
S$9515 State Road 27
Augusta, WI 54722

Agenda

Joint Meeting with the Town of Bridge Creek Board and the Town of

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Plan Committee
September 3, 2025, Wednesday, 7:00 pm.

Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of members present: Rod Eslinger , Ben Bublitz, David Claude, Christina Yellowthunder,

Cathy Lea, Jason Hanson, Scott Gerike, Ricky Strauch , Mike Bethke, William Jacobs, and Katherine

Gaulke. County Supervisor Zok.
Purpose of meeting.
a. Background of current Comprehensive Plan

Carol Peuse gave the committee and board an overview of the comprehensive plan
when they first started. In 2024 we created the map for future and existing land use
maps.

b. Steps to proceed with exploring zoning for the Town of Bridge Creek.

Rod Eslinger shared with the Planning Committee and Town Board the advantages and
disadvantages for Zoning for the Town of Bridge Creek. Rod gave some history to the
meeting members starting in 1934. 7 out of 13 have county zoning, and one town has
their own zoning. Discussion regarding shoreland and flood planes.

Presentation points regarding subdivision, mining, ordinances and how we plan a role
with each of these.

C. OverV|ew provided by Eau Claire County Planning & Development

vi.

Vii.

The comprehensive plan is not a governmental control document, we can adopt county
zoning, we can do our own zoning, and the last choice is not zoning at all.

Wisconsin statutes govern zoning in Eau Claire County, and the zoning is approved by the
county board. DNR and state land have different zoning rules than eau Claire county. We
are exploring general zoning for the town and how that would look.

Controlling the development in the Town so that items can coexist with each other.
60.62 is the zoning powers and how we would adopt zoning.

We would need a zoning ordinance adopting Eau Claire county zoning or creating our
own zoning. There are lots of costs associated with running your own zoning, the county
wouldn't charge the Town extra for adopting their zoning. We can’t have two zoning
districts: like county zoning and general Town zoning.

Process for getting to possible zoning. There will be a lot of work and research needed to
explore zoning and possibly adopting it.

Community engagement will need to happen and the county zoning map needs to be
aligned with the comprehensive plan map.

Explained what happens with nonconforming property-property owners have the right
to grandfather in what they currently have. There will need to be a form filled out. How
do we identify the nonconforming? The original use would stay with it if form filled out
however, if the business changed then grandfathering wouldn't apply.


mailto:rod.eslinger@eauclairecounty.gov
mailto:rstrauch@townofbridgecreek.org

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

xiii.

XiV.

XV.

XVi.

XVii.

What is a zoning ordinance? Nine different districts. Developing standards are set
already by the county. Still would require the permits from the county and town building
notification. Land uses can be requested through the county. Land Use is a zoning
permit- all are issued.
Rod Eslinger took us through all the permits and what they are. Towns can add
conditions to the permits if needed.
Creating a zoning map and people want to change their property statutes- would be an
application, it would be a rezoning petition.
Property line and setback discussion on how that works and the process like a variance.
There is a special committee that is a quad board that would review that request.
Next steps:
1. Overlay county zoning map with the Town existing map areas.
2. 65% would be affected
Three choice:
1. Staying with what we have- no zoning.
2. County Zoning
3. Town Zoning
A great point is letting the community come see the map through multiple meetings,
understanding that community being welcome into the process and how it will work.
Question: Is it possible to go back and say that we don’t want zoning and undo it? Two
towns have unzoned and one approved Town Zoning. A possible FAQ for the community
members.
How would the steps be different between town zoning and county zoning? It would be
a call to the Town Attorney. County zoning wouldn’t be a budget item for the town.
Next Steps:
1. FAQfor the Community
2. Overlays of Future land use with the County Zoning Maps. Bring a map from the
county and discuss it.
3. Map review and discuss the district/
Katherine Gaulke will compile research for FAQs, committee members to
research and think of questions/answers, then please email to Katherine
kgaulke@townofbridgecreek.org. We will review the FAQs with the Wisconsin
Town Association before publishing.

d. Set a possible schedule for upcoming meetings
5. Citizens' Comments

a.

e.

Randy Hill- Doesn’t want zoning, he would rather have a large dairy next to him. Law and
Ordinance Insurance concerns and he stated he believed there is extra cost

Eli Gingerich- survey going out to the public

Linsey Niznia asked questions- County zoning are business grandfather in. Diesel fuels affecting
the children.

Joe Schrock- he was on the committee from before and asked that there was a survey. Asked
that another survey be sent out.

Sept 20, 2025-Clean Sweep Event: 8am to 1pm.

6. Future Meeting Dates

a.

October 22, 2025 @ 7pm.



b. Discussion regarding posting and location
7. Adjournment

a. Cathy Lea made the motion to adjourn at 8:36pm and Katherine Gaulke with the second. All
yes. Motion Carried.



