










TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK 

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Planning Commission Meeting 

February 25, 2020 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Fred Poss 

2. Roll call of Commission members and alternates:  Present Ricky Strauch, Gordie O’Brien, Fred    

Poss, Carol Peuse, Harvey Kurtz, Steve Erdman.  Absent Tom Peterson.  Alternates in 

attendance:  Tom Crowe, Chuck Forseth & Christine Yellowthunder. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. Approval of the agenda and proper posting:  Motion by Gordie O’Brien to approve the agenda 

and proper posting, seconded by Ricky Strauch.  All yes, motion carried.  The wording on the 

Agenda on posting locations will be changed on future agenda to say Augusta City Hall instead 

of Augusta City Hall/Police Dept. 

5. Motion by Steve Erdman seconded by Gordie O’Brien to approve the minutes for November 5, 

2019, December 17, 2019 and January 14, 2020 and to correct the 9. (a.) wording from incite to 

insight in the November 5, 2019 meeting minutes.  All Yes, motion carried. 

6. Opportunity for Public Input:  John Volbrecht voiced his concerns with the noise, air & ground 

pollution from sawmills.  The sawmill is about a 1 /2 to 1 miles away from the Volbrecht 

residence. When they are in their house with the television on it sounds like a plane is going 

over their house.  The Volbrechts have gone over to talk to them on various occasions and they 

said that they would try to do something about it, but nothing ever gets done.  The sawmill is 

powered by a very large diesel engine.  The engine is located outside and is not enclosed.  Mr. 

Volbrecht stated that it is very very loud.  Mr. Volbrecht further stated that in the winter months 

with the snow on the ground it is very easy to see how far the sawdust travels.  Justin & Linse 

Niznik who live on County Road M are also concerned about the sawdust that is blowing into 

their yard from the neighboring sawmill.  Their three children cannot play outside without 

breathing in sawdust. Linse Niznik stated that the sawdust is on their shoes on the deck of their 

house and the swing set.  The Niznik family talked to a realtor in Osseo and they were told that 

their house would be valued at about $17,000 less because of the situation with the sawmills.  

They are very concerns about the health issues with their family.  The situations that they are 

dealing with have been going on for 8 years.  Terry O’Donahue explained the different types of 

pollution.  Point pollution is when you know that a factory or business is the direct cause of the 

pollution.  Non point pollution is when pollution comes from a bordering area.  An example of 

this would be agri-business.  Trout streams in this area are being polluted by manure, pesticides, 

herbicides and sawdust.  This is something that is real.  Mr. O’Donahue wanted to go on record 

that it is very important to protect our streams and ground water. Carol Peuse, as secretary for 

the Commission will be maintaining a 3 ring binder that will be the official record of the 

Comprehensive Planning Commission which will include agendas, minutes, hand outs and any 

other information that pertains to the commission.  Every effort will be made to get the minutes 

and agenda out to the Commission members and alternates within 3 to 5 days following the 

meeting.  This would then be emailed or mailed to the membership, alternates and the website.    

The policy for attendance at all Commission meetings was discussed.  It was decided that all 

members of the Commission and alternates will be required to attend all Comprehensive 

Planning Commission meetings because of the importance of keeping up with all of the 



information.  If someone cannot attend a meeting they must get in contact with Chairman Fred 

Poss and it must be something of a very serious nature to be excused. No official action has 

been taken for Harvey Schrock to be an alternate.  It needs to be verified if he would still be 

interested.  Chairman Fred Poss asked Christine Yellowthunder to be an alternate on the 

Commission which she accepted.  Each member and alternate on the Commission will receive 

$25.00 per meeting plus mileage.  They will need to turn in W-4 tax withholding information 

form to Kathy Olson.  

7. Discuss Resident Survey Return by Date Extension & Processing of Surveys:  A request was 

made by the Amish community to extend the due date for sending in the surveys. It has been 

extended to March 2, 2020. Chairman Poss clarified that the survey may be filled out by each 

resident of the household that is 18 years and older.  Extra copies are available on the Bridge 

Creek website or individuals can made additional photo copies.  A motion was made by Gordie 

O’Brien to choose William Engineering Services as the independent third party to collect the 

surveys and tabulate the data from the surveys seconded by Steve Erdman.  All yes, motion 

carried.  Discussion was held on a seconded survey down the road. 

8. Review & Discuss (continue) the Housing Element:  Carol Peuse began by reading the 

requirements for the Housing Element as provided under Wis Stats. Sec. 66.1001 (2) (b) as a 

beginning guide line of what needs to be included in this element.  Some of the things that stand 

out are the need for retirement and assisted living housing, affordable apartment condo’s size 

of households are decreasing with some but increasing with Amish populations.  The census 

from 2010 stated that there was 1900 people in the township.  22.4 % of the population of the 

township was below poverty level.  The majority of the population was white.  There was also 

information shared on the values of the housing market and some differences in values from the 

northern and southern parts of the township.  The majority of houses in the township were built 

in 1939 or earlier.  The average income in the township was also discussed with the differences 

between to northern and southern part of the township.  One of the other things that needs to 

be taken into account is if the individual is working outside the township or is self-employed.  

Examples of the travel times to work was discussed.  Examples of rent paid was also given.  On 

the availability of land to build a home it was stated by a realtor that there is not much land 

available to build homes and the concern with this issue.  Christine Yellowthunder will be also 

helping to work on the presentation of the Housing Element. Chairman Poss also share 

information that he was able to find to help with the research with this element. The final report 

on this element will be given at the March meeting.  

9. Review & Discuss the Transportation Element:  Gordie O’Brien gave a detailed presented the 

Transportation Element as provided in Wis. Stats. Section 66.1001 (2) (c).  Mr. O’Brien handed 

out his Transportation Element report to the membership. Discussed in this presentation was 

the following sections; Transportation, Existing Transportation Facilities, Commuting Patterns, 

Traffic Counts, Access Management & Safety,  Under Additional Modes of Transportation were 

Transit Service, Transportation Facilities for the Disabled, Pedestrian & Bicycle Transportation, 

Railroad Service, Aviation Service, Trucking, Water Transportation.  Under Maintenance & 

Improvements were Pavement Surface Evaluation & Rating, State & Regional Transportation 

Plans,   Mr. O’Brien’s report in it  entirety  is included as an attachment to these minutes.  

Chairman Poss thanked Mr. O’Brien for putting together and excellent report.   



10. Status Reports from Element Leads:  Chairman Poss review the timelines for the Nine Elements 

and the Commission members and alternates that are assigned to each Element.  Gordie O’Brien 

will be assisting Carol Peuse on the Economic Development Element.   

11. Report from the Joint Extraterritorial Committee:  A meeting has been scheduled with the City 

of Augusta for February 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Augusta City Hall.  Representing Bridge 

Creek will be Chuck Foreseth, Tom Crowe and Carol Peuse.  An update will be given at the 

March meeting on the progress of the committee. 

12. Opportunity for Public Input:  None 

13. Review, Direct & Delegate Tasks Generated from Meeting:  A meeting may be needed to go 

over some of the contractual conditions with the William Engineering Services to clarify some 

issues of concern. 

14. Schedule Next Meeting & Review Agenda Items:  Comprehensive Plan Commission meetings 

will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be held on March 17, 2020 

at 6:30 p.m. 

15. Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 8:10. P.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Carol Peuse 

Secretary 



TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK 

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Planning Commission Meeting 

June 3, 2020 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Fred Poss 

2. Roll call of Commission members and alternates:  Present Ricky Strauch, Fred Poss, Carol Peuse, 

Harvey Kurtz and Gordie O’Brien.  Absent Steve Erdman.  Alternates in attendance:  Tom Crowe 

and Christine Yellowthunder. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. Motion by Gordie O’Brien seconded by Ricky Strauch to approve Agenda & Proper Posting.  All 

yes, motion carried. 

5. Motion by Ricky Strauch seconded by Gordie O’Brien to approve the June 3, 2020 Meeting 

Minutes as presented.  All yes, motion carried. 

6. Appoint Vice Chairman Position:  Motion by Gordie O’Brien seconded by Ricky Strauch to 

accept the resignation of Tom Peterson with regret and appoint Chuck Forseth as a member of 

the Commission in Tom Peterson place.  All yes motion carried.  Chairman Fred Poss asked for 

volunteers for the Vice Chairman position.  Gordie O’Brien was appointed by Fred Poss as the 

new Vice Chairman. 

7. Opportunity for Public Input:  None 

8. Discussion of Preferred Comprehensive Plan Formats:  Discussion was held on the different 

formats used in the Comprehensive Plan process for each of the elements.  A motion was made 

by Gordie O’Brien and seconded by Ricky Strauch to adopt the Eau Claire County Format to be 

used in the process of preparation of each of the elements.  All yes, motion carried.  

9. Extra Territorial meeting was held on February 27 at 7:00 p.m. at the Augusta City Hall.  

Members of this committee have directed John Wilcox attorney for the City of Augusta to be 

reviewing and developing ordinance suggestions for the next Extra Territorial meeting.  There 

will be an update at the July 7, 2020 Commission meeting. 

10. Review and Clarify Plan Writing Expectations: Chairman Fred Poss gave an overview of plan 

writing expectations on the nine key elements for the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of 

Bridge Creek.  The current Bridge Creek Town Board successfully applying for a planning grant to 

support two community surveys.  One at the beginning of the process and seconded one at the 

end of the process. These surveys will involve the nine key elements in the development of each 

survey.  Both the Amish and the English communities have been involved in this process to 

address the many problems that face the Town of Bridge Creek and at the same time embrace 

all of the positive things that are going on in the township.  It must be understood that the work 

of the Commission is not to write any new laws, requirements or policies. The purpose of the 

Commission is to investigate and gather information so that a sound decisions by the 

community and the town board on these important issues can be made using good data.  We 

need to know where we have been and where we are going next.   

11. Discuss Resident Survey Response and Processing Efforts:  Ron Williams with Williams 

Engineering state that there was 1070 surveys were sent out.  601 surveys were returned which 

is about a 60% return rate.  There were about 300 self-printed surveys. The reason for this was 

that only one copy was sent to a household.  The majority of households only sent back one 

survey.  All of the surveys that were timely sent in are being tabulated.  Williams Engineering 



will be doing graphical display of the data.  We will be able to see how many responds to each 

question and the number that each person picked for each category.  There will be a separate 

tally sheet that will have all of miscellaneous comments basically summarize by some type of 

category and the number of comments that were received.  One thing that was noted was that 

there was a lot of survey data that was hand written not photo copied with exactly the same 

answers.  There was literally 100 people that said exactly the same thing.  It would appear that 

about 100 people worked together to say the same thing.  It will be noted in the report that 

there are some abnormal inconsistence in a large amount of answers.  The purpose of the 

survey was to get individual opinions not group opinions.  Survey update from Williams 

Engineering will be presented at the July 7, 2020 Commission meeting.  

12. Housing Element presented by Christine Yellowthunder.  She reviewed the Assessment of 

Bridge Creek Housing Stock, Occupancy Characteristics. She further reported that in 2019 there 

were 117 Amish homes with population of 710 individuals with an average family of 6.2 

individuals per family. Christine updated by road observation in March of 2020 that she counted 

133 Amish homes within the Township of Bridge Creek. Christine attached a map of the 

township with her findings. The Town of Bridge Creek has the second highest concentration of 

Amish living in Wisconsin.  The Western Wisconsin Comprehensive Plan (2010) projects the 

estimated population growth to be 20.8 % within Eau Claire County based on historical trends. 

She further review the Housing Opportunities for Seniors, Low Income and Disabled Residents 

some examples are tiny homes or affordable multi dwelling complexes for seniors, low income 

and disabled individuals. There will be an item 5 added to Christine’s report in regards to flipping 

homes. Chairman Fred Poss complimented Christine on going above and beyond on her work for 

counting houses. He also thanked her for her attention to detail and accuracy.  

13. Utilities and Community Facilities Element was presented by Gordie O’Brien in draft form.  

Gordie reviewed the Utilities & Community Facilities, Sanitary Sewer Systems, Storm Water 

Management, Water Supply, Solid Waste Disposal & Recycling Facilities, Parks, Open Spaces & 

Recreation Facilities, Telecommunication Facilities, Energy Facilities & Resources, Renewable 

Energy Sources, Cemeteries, Health Care Facilities, Child Care Facilities, Police & Emergency 

Services, Libraries, Other Government Facilities and Schools. The Town of Bridge Creek 

enrollment in the Augusta Public schools has declined by 27% in the past five years from 176 to 

129 students. The Mennonite Church School has increase enrollment by 24% from 29 to 36 

students.  The Amish schools have increased enrollment by 16% in the past four years from 247 

to 286 students. There will be some additions in the future to complete this element. Chairman 

Fred Poss thanked Gordie O’Brien for a very thorough job on this element.  

14.  Opportunity for Public Input:  None 

15. Review, Direct and Delegate Tasks Generated from Meeting: 

16. Schedule Next Meeting and Review Agenda items:  The Agriculture & Natural Resource 

elements will be presented at the July meeting by Ricky Strauch and Fred Poss. Williams 

Engineering will make copies for the Agriculture & Natural Resources elements.  The next 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

17. Meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

 



TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK 

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Chairman Fred Poss 

2. Roll call of Commission members and alternates:  Present Ricky Strauch, Fred Poss, Carol Peuse, 

Harvey Kurtz Steve Erdman.  Absent Gordie O’Brien.  Alternates in attendance:  Christine 

Yellowthuner & Tom Crowe. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. Motion by Ricky Strauch seconded by Steve Erdman to approve the Agenda and Proper Posting.  

All yes, motion carried. 

5. Motion by Ricky Strauch seconded by Chuck Forseth to approve the June 3, 2020 meeting 

minutes as presented.  All yes motion carried. 

6. Chairman Poss announced that Gordie O’Brien has accepted the Vice-Chairman Position on the 

Commission. 

7. Opportunity for Public Input:  None 

8. Chairman Poss review the discussion and motion on the Standard Element Report Format that 

was adopted at the June 3, 2020 Commission meeting which will be the pattern for each of the 

elements after the Eau Claire County Format. 

9. Ron Williams of Williams Engineering Services handed out a summary of the answers to the 

questions from the Survey # 1.  The comments that were made on this survey are not included 

but will provided in a separate document as there were a lot of comments.  Mr. Williams 

provided an example of some different formats graphs. The line graph format will be used 

instead of pie charts after discussion.  

10. Status Reports on any Element Leads in future meetings:  Discussion was held on who to 

contact for the intergovernmental element.  Suggestions were made on various contacts. 

11.  Status Report from Ricky Strauch on Agricultural Element and from Fred Poss on Natural 

Resources:  Agricultural Element was presented by Ricky & Wendy Strauch.  Results from the 

respondents to the 2007 Eau Claire County Survey stated that over 90% agreed or strongly 

agreed that good farmland should be preserved for agricultural use.  80% felt that more needs 

to be done to preserve farmland in Eau Claire County.  Over 75% disagreed that farming is an 

industry in decline and therefore farmland should be considered for other uses.  Respondents 

also felt that it was very important for good air quality, forest/woodlands and surface water.  

There was not a lot of information for the Township of Bridge Creek because the township was 

not previously included in a comprehensive plan.  A questions that could be added to the second 

survey.  What kind of farming do you do?  Dairy, crops, nursery greenhouse, hog, vegetable, tree 

farming.  Another question would be:  Is the farm income the soul income or are there other 

forms of income to supplement farm? Another question would is your farm involved in a 

Nutrient Management Practices?  Natural Resources Element was presented by Fred Poss.  Mr. 



Poss reviewed many plans in surrounding areas.  His findings are as follows: Natural Resources 

are described as matters such as minerals, forest, water etc.  There were four rural concerns -

overflow and leaving an abandoned manure storage facilities, over application of fertilizers and 

pesticides, stacking manure to close to water resources and unrestricted access by livestock to 

stream and eroding stream banks.  Urban concerns are waste materials dumped into storm 

drains, over application of fertilizers and pesticides on parks and golf courses and loss of 

wetlands.  There are seven criteria that were used in order to identifying the types or 

characteristics of places critical to meeting Wisconsin conservation and outdoor recreation 

needs.  The Town of Bridge Creek does not have the CLG status at this point.  The Town of 

Bridge lies complete within the lower Eau Claire County water shed.  There are 21 miles of Class 

1 trout streams in the Township of Bridge Creek.   In 2011 the Eau Claire Lake Association joined 

with a new government called the Lake District.  The goals of the Lake District are to aerate the 

lake, install and maintain sand traps and install fish habitat.  Sand trap at Trouble Waters is very 

important to maintain.  There have been 328 fish structures and 200 tree falls added to the lake.  

Living water grows fish.  Troubled Waters Bridge is in need of boat landing for boat excess.  

Metallica and non-Metallic mineral resources are at a standstill at this time.  Question was to if 

the land will be reclaimed.   The Commission thanked the Ricky & Wendy Strauch and Fred Poss 

for a great job on their respective presentations. 

12.  Discussion on Extra Territorial Meeting with the City of Augusta:  An update was presented by 

Tom Crowe and there will be further information at the next Commission meeting on August 4, 

2020. 

13. Opportunity for Second Public Input:  Ammon Wagler who lives on Dolotta Road brought the 

Commission on up to date on the problem with the sawdust that was effecting Linse Niznik 

residence.  Mr. Wagler had turned the pipe so that the sawdust was not blowing on the Niznik 

residence.  That solved the problem and all is well. 

14. Review, Direct and Delegate tasks for Next Meeting:  Gordie O’Brien and Carol Peuse will 

present the Economic Development Element at the August 4, 2020 meeting.  Gordie O’Brien will 

be working with Fred Poss on the Implementation Element.  Chuck Forseth will be working with 

Steve Erdman on the Land Use Element. 

15. Schedule next meeting and Review Agenda Items:  The next commission meeting will be held 

on August 4, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bridge Creek Town Hall. 

16. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 



TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK 

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Chairman Fred Poss 

2. Roll call of Commission members and alternates:  Present Ricky Strauch, Fred Poss, Carol Peuse, 

Gordie O’Brien, Steve Erdman and Chuck Forseth.  Absent Harvey Kurtz.  Alternates in attendance:  

Christine Yellowthunder & Tom Crowe. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. Agenda and Proper Posting. Voice vote.  All yes, motion carried. 

5. Motion by Ricky Strauch seconded by Chuck Forseth to approve the July 7, 2020 meeting minutes as 

corrected.  All yes motion carried.  A corrected copy of the minutes was sent out to all commission 

members and alternates. 

6. Review/ Announcements from the previous meeting:   

a.  Gordie O’Brien and Carol Peuse presentation on Economic Development Element.  Gordie 

O’Brien reviewed the Eau Claire County and surrounding area Comprehensive plans.  Based on 

the plans reviewed he had obtained comparable information relating to the Town of Bridge 

Creek.  Economic Development discusses the employment projections, labor market, analysis of 

business & industry parks, environmentally contaminated sites and the strengths & weaknesses.  

Strengths:  Proactive business environment, diverse & growing regional economy, strong K-12 

education systems, proximity to major transportation routes and favorable quality of life.  

Weaknesses:  Lack of skilled workers, aging population, inadequate housing availability, lack of 

talent recruitment resources & low wages and earnings.  Attached also to the report are 

supporting graphs for this report. 

b. Ricky & Wendy Strauch presented the final portion of the Agriculture Element. There has been a 

trend in the decrease of family dairy farms and increases in hobby, beef, sheep, and goat and 

greenhouse agriculture within the Town of Bridge Creek.  There is a need to maintain existing 

agricultural land and preserve it to the greatest extent possible.  The goals, objectives and 

policies of the various areas of the Agricultural Element were discussed The “Right to Farm” law, 

best management practices and generally accepted agricultural & management practices 

(GAAMPS) was also discussed.  Chairman Poss thanked the presenters for a great job on their 

respective presentations on each element. 

7. Opportunity for Public Input:  None 

8. Further discussion and comments from Williams Engineering Consulting:  Tabled till the September 

1, 2020 Commission meeting. 

9. Status reports on Elements’ work:  Chuck Forseth will be replacing Tom Peterson and working with 

Steve Erdman on the Land Use Element.  Gordie O’Brein will be replacing Tom Peterson and working 

with Fred Poss on the Implementation Element. 

10.  Review and Delegate Tasks for Next Meeting:  The next Commission meeting will be held on 

September 1, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

11. Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
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