
  Town of Bridge Creek 
S9515 State Road 27 
Augusta, WI  54722 

Minutes 
Joint Meeting with the Town of Bridge Creek Board and the Town of  

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Plan Committee 
October 22, 2025, Wednesday, 7:00 pm. 

 
1.​ Call Meeting to Order at 7:00pm by Carol Peuse 

2.​ Roll Call: 

a.​ Eau Claire County Speakers:  Rod Eslinger, Ben Bublitz, County Board Supervisor Dane Zook 

b.​ Town of Bridge Creek Comprehensive Plan Committee (TBCCPC): David Claude, Cathy Lea, Jason Hanson, 

Carol Peuse, and Mike Bethke  

c.​ Town of Bridge Creek Board Members: , William Jacobs, and Jayson Kaeding. Town Board Ricky Strauch

Clerk Elizabeth Pettis 

3.​ Pledge of Allegiance 

4.​ Approval of the Agenda & Proper Posting 

a.​ Mike Bethke with the motion to approve the agenda and proper posting. Jay Kaeding with the second. 

All yes. Motion Carried. 

5.​ Approval of the September 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

a.​ Cathy Lea with the motion to approve the September 3, 2025 minutes as amended. Jason Hanson with 

the second. All yes. Motion Carried. 

6.​ Purpose of meeting. 

a.​ Interactive Zoning Map Presentation 

i.​ Rod Eslinger presented the interactive zoning map. Maps are displayed in the Town Hall for 

viewing. Noted Chris Straight assisted TBCCPC to create the future land use map. Presentation 

included how the county is already enforcing shoreland zoning from 1982 (map on the right of 

the tv). The presentation map is made up of the 1982 and the 2015 (map on the left of the tv) 

maps that were made by the Planning Committee.  

ii.​ Rod Eslinger handed out the Eau Claire County Zoning Districts to the Town Board and Planning 

Committee. Reviewed zoning draft maps and overlay district maps.  

iii.​ Rod Eslinger  discussed the history of land use in the township. Provided document on general 

zoning district lot size comparisons document (created June 13, 2024) 

iv.​ In the Town, the building notification documents  what a building was built for. Reviewed how 

those parcels would be  determined for zoning versus assessment labels. 

1.​ Lewallen Savage Yard was an example. It became residential with a hobby farm that 

could be labeled A2. Other options were also discussed. Reviewed 151 standard through 

the state control nutrient management program for agricultural use.  

2.​ The parcel north of the Town of Bridge Creek Property was an example. In the past it was 

A2 and industrial. Single parcels may not  have two codes per parcel.  

v.​ Demonstration on how to work through assigning map overlays or zoning districts to the current 

map. Discussion on how to review the parcels and talk about what it was, how it is being used, 

and what it might look like in the future. Reviewed differences between conditional use permits 

versus RECORD OF NONCONFORMING USE documentation. 

vi.​ Discussion on Jayson Kaeding property per Jayson Kaeding request: cottage industry- contractor 

or excavator, as long as it is recorded- the property owner could continue using the land as they 

have been. In the future the conditional use would be used to expand the business if it exceeds 

standard zoning practices. The Town needs to document the uses as of right now (RECORD OF 

NONCOMFORMING USE) so it can remain in use in the future.   
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vii.​ Supervisor Zook- provided details on how the process works at the County Board and Planning 

and Development Committee level. He highlighted that local decisions are key for current and 

future use and that the Township maintains full authority for conditional use and future zoning 

changes. He highlighted that the initial overlay map decisions should be detailed, accurate, and 

include an evaluation of the history of the property’s uses. . Additional information was provided 

about Farmland Preservation designations and how funding can be tied to that for farming and 

forestry. This would be a voluntary and self-certifying program available to farmers and 

woodland owners under county zoning practices.  

viii.​ Discussed the challenges of completing the RECORD OF NONCONFORMANCE USE document. 

This document will be necessary  so that everyone can keep what they have. 

ix.​ Carol Peuse asked how a currently operating sawmill would be classified if within the  

agricultural area (A1- conditional use). Rod Eslinger explained that certain sized sawmill 

operations are allowed in farmland areas, but that industrial sized operations may require 

conditional use (if new) or designation of nonconforming use (if currently operating).  

x.​ Nonconforming Use on properties- if it is currently there it would be recorded on the RECORD OF 

NONCONFORMING USE document at the time of adopting county zoning. This provides 

protection to continue use, sell to a new buyer for continued use, or expand operation if desired 

(if meets conditional use). .. Neighbors can’t stop existing uses. Expansion may require the 

owner to follow the new zoning code and conform with the zoning rules. Property owners could 

petition to change the zoning if significant changes are desired for land use in that area. This 

would trigger a public hearing so that the township members and neighbors could voice their 

opinions.  

xi.​ asked what happens if he expanded his business to be “The New  Haas”. Since Jayson Kaeding

his current business is operated out of his rural home, he would have to petition the Town to 

change the future land use map, and change the zoning labels. Jayson Kaeding could have 5 

employees (beyond himself and current family members) before he would have to petition for 

zoning changes. Vehicles and equipment currently used for his operation are allowed to be 

parked on his property and that would not change with the adoption of zoning.  

xii.​ The committee discussed how e parcels have a story and history; and the  need to understand 

that as they make decisions about map overlays.   

xiii.​ Discussed how an operating  greenhouse fit in. Determined that it depends if it is a  commercial 

(selling to the public- retail), agricultural use, or some other designation that depends on current 

use.  

xiv.​ Jayson Kaeding asked about what changes would be needed if he would start selling items such 

as rocks and other landscaping items from his home. Further details provided on possible 

options for the zoning assignments that could be applied to that neighborhood that would allow 

for such practices versus completing a RECORD OF NONCONFORMING USE document for this 

example. Discussed the importance of completing accurate and detailed  paperwork so that 

current use is protected. Can include  documentation like site plan, beacon view, pictures, 

permits, etc. 

xv.​ County Supervisor Zook explained how the zoning labels change process is and what affects the 

zoning labels. The property owner takes the application to Eau Claire County Planning and 

Development, the applicant will contact the Town, Eau Claire County will provide supporting 

documentation, if the Town objects to the new zoning the Eau Claire County can’t approve it 

over the Town’s objection. The county has the attorney to help the Town with the county code 

and enforce it. There is no additional fee for using the county for legal services, issue permits, or 

law enforcement.   

xvi.​ Agricultural Preservation, if the owner has all the requirements in place: soil and water, nutrition 

plan, etc., then they can petition for Farmland Preservation.  
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b.​ Begin to review FAQ regarding Adopting County Zoning 

i.​ Mike Bethke with the motion to table item 5B until the next meeting. Jason Hanson with the 

second. All Yes. Motion Carried. 

c.​ Next Steps: 

i.​ Start with a map- what parcels should be changed so that it aligns with  the future land use map 

that was previously adopted. Start in one area and work your way up. County forest can be 

skipped as that will not change. Forward question to Carol Peuse.  

ii.​ Subgrouping will begin working on and practice assigning zoning map overlays on the properties 

north and  west of 27 as it is small.  

7.​ Citizens' Comments 

a.​ No Citizen Comments 

8.​ Future Meeting Dates 

a.​ November 5, 2025 at 7:00pm Town of Bridge Creek Hall 

9.​ Adjournment 

a.​ Ricky Strauch with the motion for adjournment at 8:57 pm and Cathy Lea with the second. All yes. 

Motion Carried. 

 


